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The picture above was designed by Sophie, a year four pupil at Jennett’s Park Church of England Primary School in Bracknell, who won a contest to design a 
Christmas card for the Oxford Diocese’s Education Department. 
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Prayer & reflection 

The girl 




Mysie Sutherland reflects on 
the predicament Mary faced 
as a pregnant teenager, and 
the remarkable way she and 
her family handled the 
situation. 

M ary springs to life from 
the pages of the Bible. 

In any age, in any 
country, the news that a 
young girl is pregnant 
and on her own would excite our pity, or 
our censure. Consider Mary’s situation 
in 1BC. She belonged to a tight knit 
family-based community. 

Mary’s bombshell to her parents must 
have bemused and frightened them. It 
would have provided a mixture of 
bewilderment, fear for their daughter’s 
safety, and the need to test that what 
Mary was saying was not some hysterical, 
quasi mystical experience. 

Instead of her parents heaping anger 
and recriminations on her, they sent her 
with haste to the hill country where her 
cousin Elizabeth lived with her husband 
Zacharias, a priest. This would give them 
all time to know the truth. They were 
concerned that no one else would hear 
of it because the rule was that 
unmarried pregnant women should be 
stoned to death. 

But they did tell Joseph, plunging him 
into despair because he knew he wasn’t 
responsible for the baby. He thought if 
he broke his contract with her quietly 
and privately, maybe she could be safe. 

So Mary had some big problems to 
face when she set off to see Elizabeth. 
Elizabeth who had been barren and was 
now six months pregnant. Zacharias had 



been made dumb and I wonder if he was 
usually a chatty person. At Zacharias ’s 
home Mary called out in greeting and 
when Elizabeth heard her, the baby 
leaped for joy in her womb. The 
astonishing thing being that Mary didn’t 
have to explain anything. Elizabeth 
announced loudly that Mary was blessed 
above all women and blessed was the 
fruit of her womb. She added: ‘Who am 
I that the Mother of my Lord should 
visit me?’ Then, she said that Mary was 



blessed because she had believed what 
the Lord had said to her and it would be 
as the Angel had said. 

Mary responded to this affirmation 
with a prayer of praise now known as The 
Magnificat and used in churches as part 
of traditional Christian liturgy. ( The 
Magnificat is reproduced on page 
nine.) Mary stayed with her cousin for 
about three months and then she went 
home to face the music in her own 
family. Mary’s first trimester was 



accomplished in peace and safety. 

In the mean time, Joseph was having 
his own tussles with his conscience. God 
stepped in and reassured Joseph that it 
was right and safe to marry Mary. 

Jesus’s parents were obedient, brave 
and loving people who were given the 
task of keeping the baby safe. 

Joseph had to go to Bethlehem to be 
obedient to the letter of the law. Mary 
went with him, and while they were 
there, the Saviour of the world was born 
with all the attendant miracles of angels, 
a star, shepherds being instructed on 
how to find the baby. There were 
kings/wise men in attendance, adoring 
the baby. The girl Mary entertained all 
these visitors with grace and no sign of 
astonishment, only adoration of the 
babe in the strong protection of her 
husband Joseph. 

The wise men warned Joseph and 
Mary that they thought that Herod was 
only pretending to want to visit the 
child. Herod meant to do him harm. 
Joseph responded by taking his family to 
the safety of Egypt for two years until it 
was safe for them to return to Nazareth. 

No one would know the special 
circumstances of the birth except very 
close family. No one would ever query 
the baby’s birth date because he would 
be a sturdy little boy when he returned 
home. There was no scandal or salacious 
gossip and Jesus was able to grow up 
securely in a loving family. 

This is only a tiny bit of the most 
wonderful story ever, but it starts with a 
girl who believed God and knew that 
whatever God told her to do, she would 
be enabled to fulfil it. 

Mysie Sutherland is a retired 
physiotherapist and a member of 
St Leonard’s Church, Watlington. 



January prayer diary compiled by John Manley 



(The following is for guidance only, please feel free to adapt to local conditions and, if you wish, produce your own deanery prayer diaries.) 



The following is for guidance only; please 
feel free to adapt to local conditions and, if 
you wish, produce your own deanery prayer 
diaries. 

Pray to the Father through the Son in the 
power of the Spirit for: 

MON 2 Akeman: clergy Jane Hemmings; 

LLMs Paul Clifford, Michael Nunn, Jo Cropp, 
Grant Lee (emeritus). Bletchingdon Parochial 
(VC), Chesterton (VA) and Kirtlington (VA) 
Schools. 

TUE 3 Bicester with Bucknell, Caversfield and 
Launton: clergy Theresa Scott, Ian Biscoe, 
Becky Mathew, Robert Atkins; LLMs Colin 
Cockshaw, Mary Roe. Bicester St Edburg’s 
(VA), Launton (VC) Schools. 

WED 4 Emmanuel Church Bicester 
Conventional District: The leadership team 
and congregation. 

THU 5 Cherwell Valley: clergy Paul Hunt, 
Eddie Green, Ian Biscoe. Fritwell (VC), Upper 
Heyford Proposed (VA) Schools. Heyford 
Park Conventional District. 

FRI 6 Rousham: clergy Richard Smail. 

SAT 7 Shelswell: clergy Chris Hargraves; 

LLM Penny Wood. Finmere (VC), Fringford 
(VC) Schools. 

MON 9 Ray Valley: clergy Charles Masheder, 
David Wippel, Andrew Rycraft; LLM Glenys 
Edwards. Charlton-on-Otmoor (VC), Islip Dr 
South’s (VA) Schools. 

TUE 10 Ascot Heath: clergy Darrell Hannah, 
Rosie Webb. Ascot Heath (VC) School. 

WED 11 Binfield: clergy Philip Watts, 



Margaret Thirlwell (permission to officiate); 
LLM Elizabeth Harland. Binfield (VA) School. 

THU 12 Bracknell: clergy Nick Parish, Les 
Jesudason, Margaret Clarke. Ranelagh (VA) 
School. 

FRI 13 Easthampstead: clergy Guy Cole, 
Peter Bestley, Kate Sladen, La Stacey, Nick 
Thompson (Methodist Minister). Bracknell 
Easthampstead St Michael (VA), Bracknell 
Jennett’s Park (VA) Schools. 

SAT 14 Sunningdale: clergy David Uffindell, 
youth worker Gary Kennaugh, children’s 
worker Felicity Day. Sunningdale Holy Trinity 
(VA) School. 

MON 16 Warfield: clergy Mark Griffiths, Alan 
Bradford, Chris Hill; lay pastors Trevor 
Meardon, Richard Summers; LLMs Dave 
Cappleman, Sam Mortimer, Michael 
Summers; schools’ evangelist Becky 
Medlicott. Warfield (VC) School. 

TUE 17 Winkfield with Cranbourne: clergy 
Catherine Blundell, LLMs Mary Knight, Stuart 
Ager, Jacki Thomas, Mike Thomas. Winkfield 
St Mary’s (VC) School. 

WED 18 Sunninghill and South Ascot: clergy 
Stephen Johnson, Susan van Beveren, Tracey 
Williams; LLM Mary Nichols. Sunninghill 
Cheapside (VA), Sunninghill St Michael (VA) 
Schools. 

THU 19 Aylesbury with Bierton and Hulcott 
including Quarrendon: clergy Shane Wood, 
Mark Ackford, Tony Willis, Michaela Wood, 
Luke Lee, Donald Rydings; LLMs Julie Willis, 
Suzanne Ackford, Earle Noel. Aylesbury St 
Mary’s (VC), Bierton (VC) Schools. 



FRI 20 Bedgrove: clergy Martin Kuhrt, Gareth 
Lane; LLM Marie Carey. 

SAT 21 Bernwode: clergy Tina Stirling, Jenny 
Edmans. Brill (VC) School. 

MON 23 Broughton: The leadership team and 
congregation. 

TUE 24 Haddenham with Cuddington and 
Kingsey and Aston Sandford: clergy Margot 
Hodson, Jonathan Hawkins, Helen Barnes; 
LLM Nigel Featherston. Haddenham St 
Mary’s (VC), Cuddington & Dinton (VA) 
Schools. 

WED 25 Long Crendon with Chearsley and 
Nether Winchendon: clergy John Wynburne; 
LLM John Scholefield. 

THU 26 Risborough: clergy David Williams, 
Denise Critchell, (mission enabler) James 
Tomkins, Jennifer Locke, Nigel Taylor; lay 
worker Norman Critchell. Lacey Green St 
John’s (VA), Speen (VA), Monks Risborough 
(VC), Longwick (VC) Schools. 

FRI 27 Southcourt: clergy David Lawton, LLM 
Alan Foster, youth worker Tim Jarvis. 

SAT 28 Stone with Dinton and Hartwell: 

clergy Peter Rich; LLM Avril Clark. Stone 
(VC) School. 

MON 30 Walton Holy Trinity: clergy Andrew 
Blyth, Robert Legge, Etienne van Blerk; 
worship pastor Peter Wheeler; LLM Martin 
Roper; pastoral worker Glynis Axtell, children’s 
evangelist Carolyn Edwards 

TUE 31 Worminghall with Ickford, Oakley and 
Shabbington: clergy David Kaboleh, LLM 
Susan Small. Oakley (VC) School. 



Sundays 

On entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; 
and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, opening their 
treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense and 
myrrh. (Matt. 2:1 1 NRSV) 

SUNDAY 1 Christmas 2 Bicester & Islip Deanery: area dean 
Charles Masheder, lay chair Robert Drummond-Hay, secretary 
Victor Puddick, treasurer Andrew Fulljames, ecumenical 
representative Mrs K Stoddart; The people, wardens, PCCs and 
support staff of the deanery. The imminent new building 
developments and new residents in the Deanery. Welcome the 
new people in post and ones who will be taking up post in the 
near future. The Anglican Church in Aotearoa, New Zealand, 
Polynesia. The Methodist people on Covenant Sunday. 

SUNDAY 8 1 st of Epiphany, Baptism of Christ People adversely 
affected by welfare cutbacks due to the current economic 
problems. The Church’s Ministry Among Jewish People. The 
Anglican Church of Australia. 

SUNDAY 15 2 n d of Epiphany Bracknell Deanery: area dean Nick 
Parish, lay chair Andrew Glaze, secretary Janet Glaze, treasurer 
Catriona Cappleman, ecumenical representative Catherine 
Blundell, Assistant to Area Dean; The people, wardens, PCCs and 
support staff of the deanery. The Church of Bangladesh. 

SUNDAY 22 3 r ^ of Epiphany Aylesbury Deanery: area dean 
Andrew Blyth, lay chair Nigel Featherstone, secretary Ann Beaton, 
treasurer David Morris, ecumenical representative Rosemary 
Rycraft; associate priests David Wallace, Nancy Wallace; Chaplain 
to the Deaf Roger Williams. The people, wardens, PCCs and 
support staff of the deanery. The Anglican Church of Brazil. 

SUNDAY 29 4^ of Epiphany The Church Army reorganising as a 
mission community. The Anglican Church of Burundi. 
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News 



Showaddywaddy in church charity gig 



By Jo Duckies 

SEVENTIES pop band 
Showaddywaddy is set to play in 
Dorchester Abbey to help a 
charity that sees youngsters from 
south Oxfordshire help orphans 
in Kenya. 

The band will be in town on 28 
January to raise funds for 
Operation Noah’s Ark and the 
Nasio Trust. 

Operation Noah’s Ark was set 
up by John Cornelius, when he 
was the police officer for 
Berinsfield. He worked with 
Nancy Hunt, one of the 
founders of the Nasio Trust. Now 
retired, John runs Operation 
Noah’s Ark, taking 14 to 17-year- 
olds to work on Nasio Trust 
projects in Kenya. 

John said: “Initially we went to 
the youth club in Berinsfield to 
see if the teenagers there wanted 
to be involved in fundraising to 
have a roof put on and in doing 
that got some publicity to raise 
the trust’s profile. Within two or 
three weeks I was presenting it to 
the youth club and they were 
really interested.” 

The first group of youngsters 
headed out to Kenya in 2004. 
The next trip is due to take place 
in March and fundraising events 
are well underway. When The 
Door went to press a group were 
rehearsing The Affairs at Meddler’s 
Top, a murder mystery 
performed at Dorchester Abbey 
on 10 December. The show 
included a three course meal. 

Thomas, 15, a pupil at 
Larkmead School, went to Kenya 
in 2009. He said: “It was eye 
opening to see how they live in 
Kenya and the different 
facilities.” 

Megan, 13, said; “My mum has 
been to Kenya twice and feels 
strongly about the children 



there. Fundraising has been fun, 
and I’m basing my life around it 
at the moment, rehearsing twice 
a week.” 

Tabitha, 14, said: “We’ll be 
working with orphans and we’ll 
be going into into a hopsital, 
taking in baby grows and bread 
and milk to new borns.” 

Operation Noah’s Ark raised 
funds from youth organizations 
and in November 2004 took four 
youngsters from Berinsfield 
Youth Club to Kenya. “It was 
pretty frightening at the time as 
they were given machetes to 
knock down the mud huts. The 
people there weren’t used to 
seeing white faces,” said John. 

Romeo Challenger, 

Showaddywaddy’s drummer, 
said: “I hadn’t previously been 
aware of the amazing work that 
the Nasio Trust has been doing 
until we were asked to play at the 
Dorchester on Thames event, 
which is supporting the charity. 
HIV is a huge problem all over 
Africa, but these children until 
recent years were very much the 
forge tten ones. We are only too 
happy to lend our support to the 
Nasio Trust to try and help in any 
small way possible.” 

The Nasio Trust is a Christian 
charity set up by the daughters 
of the late Irene Mudenyo. 
Irene found an abandoned, 
malnourished baby in a 
sugarcane plantation on her 
farm in western Kenya. The baby 
inspired the formation of the 
Nasio Trust which began as a 
roadside kiosk providing one 
meal a day for 15 children. 

The trust now runs two 
purpose built day care centres, 
including the Noah’s Ark Day 
Care Centre which helps more 
than 200 children. 




Win tickets to the concert 



IF your toes start tapping when you hear classic tunes like Under 
the Moon of Love and 3 Steps to Heaven you will want to enter this 
month’s prize draw. 

We have a pair of tickets for the Showaddywaddy gig at 
Dorchester Abbey. To stand a chance of winning simply send your 
name and address to Showaddywaddy prize draw, The Door, 
Diocesan Church House, Oxford, OX2 0NB. The closing date for 
entries is Friday 13 January. 



Above are members of Operation Noah’s Ark in Dorchester. 



Tune in to Bucklebury carols 

TELEVISION crews have been back to Kate Middleton’s home village 
in Berkshire to film a special Christmas Carol Service. 

Carols from Bucklebury will be broadcast on Christmas Eve at 11.15pm 
and will feature a carol service in the Black Barn at Rushalls Farm and 
interviews with members of churches from Bradfield, Bucklebury and 
Stanford Dingley. Pupils from the two Church of England Schools 
have been involved in the service. Bucklebury was thrown into the 
limelight as Royal Wedding fever gripped the nation earlier this year, 
as the village where Kate Middleton grew up. 

Vicar the Revd Julian Gadsby said: “ITV came earlier in the year, 
and felt that people would recognise the name of the village. It was a 
great opportunity to show how our church community get together to 
celebrate Christmas. The barn where the service took place is a 
beautifully re-ordered and is managed by one of our church members. 
We’ve had services there before and it’s a unique take as it’s the 
closest we can get to a stable. 

“We had a fantastic time with the Royal Wedding and now we are 
having a lovely time celebrating Christmas.” 

John Kirby, producer/ director for the show said: “We filmed at All 
Saints’ Upper Bucklebury where the Meet Monday group gather. This 
is an initiative to help adults with learning difficulties and it was very 
humbling to see the work being done. We also filmed farmer John 
Bishop of Rushall Farm and our presenter Kate Garraway helped John 
herd a flock of sheep and she was also introduced to the farm’s two 
donkeys - Aaron and Moses. We filmed with Andy How, headteacher 
of Bradfield Primary School who talked about the importance of 
seeing God in the great outdoors.” 



Nigel wins Pride of Reading 




Photo: Reading Post 



THE Revd Nigel Hardcastle 
shook hands with celebrity Chris 
Tarrant as he received his Pride 
of Reading Community 
Champion Award. 

Nigel was given the award for 
his work setting up the Reading 
Faith Forum, which has now 
been running for 10 years, and 
speaks out on issues of mutual 
concern for people of all faiths 
in Reading. 



It comprises two members of 
Churches Together in Reading 
as well as Muslims, Sikhs, Hindus 
and Jews. 

Nigel said: “There were 150 
people at the ceremony where 
15 awards were given out. I was 
the first person to be called up 
on stage and it was quite a 
surprise to be called up to stand 
between two big Oscar figures to 
receive a little glass trophy.” 



IN BRIEF 



The bells 

AS The Door went to press 
bellringers in Thatcham near 
Newbury were getting reading to 
rinq out their 1,000th full peal of 
bells. 

The team were set to complete 
the peal at St Mary’s Church on 
Friday 1 6 December, when they 
were hoping to become only the 
fifth team in Britain to do it and 
the first ever in the Home 
Counties. 



Lent starts here 

IT may be nearly Christmas but if 
you are thinking ahead to Lent 
look out for our new Pancake 
Day card. Like the previous 
Easter and Christmas projects, 
which were widely used in 
parishes, schools and shopping 
centres the card is designed to 
be given away with pancakes on 
Shrove Tuesday to help people 
understand Lent. Hot cross bun 
and Easter egg cards are also 
available, subject to demand. The 
cards cost £5 per pack of 50. To 
find out more see 
www.oxford.anglican.org or call 
01865 208225. 

Not ashamed 

IF you happen to be on the 
streets of Newbury on 1 7 
December don’t be surprised if 
you are handed a mince pie and 
a leaflet explaining why former 
Archbishop of Canterbury, 
George Carey, is not ashamed to 
be a Christian. 

Christians from across the area 
are preparing to hand out pies 
and leaflets to Christmas 
shoppers. The leaflets were 
written by Lord Carey to highlight 
the place the Christian faith has 
had in shaping British history and 
the benefits Christianity brings to 
our society. For more on the 
national campaign see 
www.notashamed.org. Lord 
Carey lives in Berkshire and 
worships at St George’s, Wash 
Common. 

Bishop Betti at 
Blackbird Leys 

FOR the Rt Revd Beth Torkington 
being guest speaker at the 40th 
anniversary celebrations at the 
Church of the Holy Family on 
Blackbird Leys in Oxford was a 
special experience. 

Bishop Beth was consecrated 
as a Bishop of the Moravian 
Church, at the Ecumencial church 
in 2006. She says: “My 
consecration was amazing. It was 
quite overwhelming and I felt 
enormously grateful to the 
congregation for their hospitality 
and the open hands and hearts 
with which they welcomed me. I 
found it really exciting to go back 
and preach there and join in their 
celebration.’’ The Moravian church 
was the first protestant church in 
Europe. Moravians are a part of 
the church on Blackbird Leys. 
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Regent's Park College 
University of Oxford 



Centre for Baptist History and Heritage & Oxford Centre for Christianity and Culture 

Public Lectures at Regent's Park College, Pusey St, 0X1 2LB 
Tuesdays at 5.00pm 

Religion, Law and Society: Issues in Freedom and Toleration 

In celebration of the foundation of the first Baptist Church in England and 
Thomas Helwys' seminal call for universal religious liberty in The Mystery of Iniquity 1612 
(Convenors: Dr A.R Cross, Dr P. Petkoff & Dr N.J. Wood) 

Hilary Term 2012 




17 January 

24 January 

31 January 
7 February 

14 February 

21 February 

28 February 

6 March 



'The Theological Roots of Religious Freedom: 

Reading Thomas Helwys and the recent Islamic Text A Common Word ' 

Professor Paul Fiddes, Professor of Systematic Theology, University of Oxford 
and Director of Research, Regent's Park College 

'Is Blasphemy a Capital Crime? 

William Kiffen and the Debate over the "Quaker Jesus" in 1656' 

Dr Larry Kreitzer, Oxford University Research Lecturer, and Fellow of Regent's Park College 

'Toleration and the Arguments of Locke and Rawls' 

Dr David Mcllroy, Barrister and Visiting Lecturer, SOAS and Spurgeon's College 

'Why Protect Religious Freedom?' 

Dr Nazila Ghanea, Oxford University Lecturer in International Human Rights Law 
and Fellow of Kellogg College 

'Law and Morals: The Hart - Devlin Debate Revisited' 

Dr Timothy Bradshaw, Oxford University Research Lecturer, 
and Fellow of Regent's Park College 

The Whitley Lecture 2012 'Religious Liberty in Europe and the Middle East: 

Campaigning by British Baptists 1840-1940' 

Dr Ian Randall, Senior Research Fellow, Spurgeon's College, London 

'Baptist Inheritance, Religious Freedom and Witness: Historical Relic? Impossible Ideal? 
Or (Re)source for Contemporary Theological Ethics and Political Wisdom?' 

Professor Paul Weller, Professor of Inter-Religious Relations and Head of Research 
Faculty of Education, Sciences and Health, University of Derby, and Visiting Fellow OCCC 




Preparation for top public schools 
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'The Many Faces of Freedom of Religion under the ECHR: 

How Much Difference Does Article 9 Make?' 

Professor Renata Uitz, Professor of Comparative Constitutional Law, 
Central European University, Budapest 
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Adult Education 




2012 Sarum 
Theological 
Lectures 



With the rise of asymmetric warfare, does the 
traditional understanding of just war theory 
work in the 21 st century? Does human rights 
legislation have a place on the battlefield? And 
has secularisation undermined the moral 
substructure of the British army? 

Series of four lectures beginning 

Monday 30 April at 7pm in Salisbury Cathedral 

£24 for the series; £7 per lecture 

Book for the whole week and enjoy being just 
steps away from Salisbury Cathedral. 



The Revd Dr Giles Fraser lectures on ethics and 
leadership at the Defence Academy at 
Shrivenham. He is former 
chancellor of St Paul's jllll 

Cathedral, London. -=4= SARUM 

n lF College 

learning to nourish the human spirit 



Visit www.sarum.ac.uk - 01 722 424800 




Our programme includes: 

• Study Days - introducing important subjects 
in a matter of hours 

• Bite-Sized Courses - spread over 2, 3 or 4 
evenings 

• Ten-Week Courses - evening classes covering 
a wide range of topics 

• The St Albans Certificate in Theology 

- a 6 module introductory programme of Bible 
Study, Doctrine, Ethics, Christian Practice and 
Church History. 



For more information contact: 

Direct Dial: 01727 890205 
Fax: 01727 850944 
info@christianstudies.org.uk 
www.christianstudies.org.uk 




To Advertise in 
The Door 
please call Roy 
on 01752 225623 



College Cuddesdon 
Summer School in Biblical Studies 

Friday 1 3th - Sunday 22nd July 20 1 2 



THE MANY PACES OrTHE BIBLE 

Over the course of a week we will explore some of the many 'faces' 
of the Bible. How have the dramatic visions of God generated the 
phenomenon known as the Bible? Indeed, flow should we envisage 
the Bible as suck and what methods are available for its effective 
study, both scholarly and imaginative? How are some of the Bible's 
famous characters, such as Jesus and Paul portrayed by its writers? 
How is the Bible seen by those engaged in pastoral care and mission 
nowadays? What does the Bible look like to readers in different 
Anglican and non-Christian contexts in the 21st Century? And what 
have film-makers and artists made of the diverse contents of the 
Bible? 

Come and meet people from across the world, and join us for an 
enriching and inspirational experience. 




For further information: 

Tel: 01865 874404 Email: enquiries@ripcm-cuddesdon.ac.uk 
www.rcc.ac.uk 

Ripon College Cuddesdon, Oxford 0X44 9 EX 

Registered Charity No. J097 1 A 
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First Christmas as a family 




MORE than 40 children are celebrating 
their first Christmas with new mums and 
dads thanks to the work of Reading based 
charity Parents and Children Together 
(PACT). 

The charity, which has its roots in the 
Diocese of Oxford, is based in Reading 
and a large part of its work is as a 
specialist adoption and fostering agency. 

It has collected the comments of 
adopters who are looking forward to 
Christmas with their new children. 

“This Christmas we’ll be hanging two 
stockings up rather than just one. It’s 
been great fun looking for little treats 
throughout the year for both of our 
beautiful girls, “ said Adele and Tony, 
from Hertfordshire. 

Debbie and Steve, from Surrey, said: 
“For us Christmas and New year during 
IVF was always a difficult time, we would 
always say well maybe next year will be the 
year. Then the Christmas before James 
was placed with us we knew that the 
following year would be special. 

“Our first Christmas together was 
especially exciting for us all, starting new 
family traditions that now years later we 
still continue with. The joy as a family all 
going to visit Santa and making a whole 
day out of it is wonderful and then 
sneaking down to leave his presents 
during the night.” 

Saira, said: “This will be our first 
Christmas as a complete family, mummy, 
daddy, Zac and Amara. We cannot 
express in words the joy adoption has 
brought into our lives. We will be the 



happiest family this Christmas thanks to 
PACT. Having Amara feels like Christmas 
every day.” 

Jane from Buckinghamshire, said: “My 
first Christmas with my son was magical. 
Surrounded by his new family, he began 
to understand what Christmas was and 
was so thrilled about taking part in the 
school nativity play. 

“Watching him with all his new friends 
was fantastic. He grinned for days as he 
waited excitedly for Father Christmas and 
when he opened his presents on 
Christmas morning and played games 
with the whole family it made me feel very 
proud.” 

Jean Smith, PACT Assistant Director - 
Adoption and Fostering, comments: “For 
many children in care, Christmas is an 
unsettling time. They may be missing 
birth family members who they don’t see 
and may be fearful about an uncertain 
future. For many adopted children, their 
new families are the present they have 
been wishing for, as they are finally in a 
safe and secure home with loving parents.” 

PACT is aiming to recruit over 100 
adopters or long term foster carers in 
2012. Anyone who would like to find out 
more can call 0800 731 1845 for an 
Information Pack, or come to one of our 
2012 Adoption 8c Fostering Information 
evenings. 




For more details see 

www.pactcharity.org/ info 



Safety net needed for UK s runaways 



THE Archbishop of Canterbury Dr Rowan 
Williams has backed a Children’s Society 
campaign for a national safey net for the 
UK’s forgotten young runaways. 

Research by the Society has revealed 
that 100,000 children in the UK run away 
from home or care every year. That is one 
child every five minutes. More than a 
quarter have been the victim of a harmful 
or dangerous experience. 

He said: “It needs backing at the 
highest level. It needs a bit of money from 
national government as well as elsewhere, 
there’s no way round that. The actual 
level of knowledge about the scale of the 
problem is very, very low.” 

Yvonne Morris, Children’s Adviser for 
the Diocese of Oxford called for people 



to support the Children’s Society and 
their projects to help support family life 
and to make runaways safe. She said: 
“This report highlights the vulnerability 
of runaways. It highlights the great work 
done by the Children’s Society in making 
them safe and highlights that families 
need support and children need 
advocates who will listen to them and 
help them have a voice. 

“But highlighting is useless if nothing 
changes for the children. I urge people to 
support the Children’s Society’s work.” 




For more details see 

www.makerunawayssafe.org.uk 



News 



IN BRIEF 



Bishop joins winter fuel campaign 

THE Bishop of Oxord is encouraging 
well-off pensioners to donate their Winter 
Fuel Allowance to older people who may 
be in need. 

The Rt Revd John Pritchard, who first 
got involved with the Surviving Winter 
Appeal last year by donating his own fuel 
allowance, said: “This is an excellent 
initiative and gives those of us who feel 
able the opportunity to put the Winter 
Fuel Allowance to more appropriate use. 
Through the Oxfordshire Community 
Foundation we can divert our payment to 
people in real need during this cold 
season, when there is more danger of 
people being short of the basics. I hope 
many others will feel the same and join 
in." 

For more information see 
www.oxfordshire.org. 

Jo Brand backs Christmas website 

COMEDIAN Jo Brand is backing a new 
website launched by the Church of 
England to help people looking for a 
Christmas service. 

Jo said: “As usual I am looking forward 
to Christmas this year and going to a 
church service. I’m not really a churchy 
person although I do think Jesus was a 
good bloke. I think many people in this 
country who are not regular church goers 
do manage to get along to a traditional 
Christmas service." 

Visit www.christmasnearyou.com for 
details. 



Over 60 years of 
retirement housing... 




With supported housing , nursing and dementia care, 
the Church of England Pensions Board provides 
security and peace of mind in retirement to those who 
have given their lives towards helping others in the 
name of Christ, including Clergy Widows and Licensed 
Lay Workers. 

We reiy on donations and legacies to continue 1 his 
much needed work. 

PLEASE HELP US IN ANY WAY YOU CAN 

The Church of England Pensions Board 
FREEPOST 898, LONDON SW1P 3YS 
Tel: 020 7898 1800 
Web: www.cepb.org.uk/appeals 
Email: cepbappeals@churchofengland.org 

Regisiered Charity Number: 236627 




Fine furniture for church and home 

Ronaldl IE me it it 

01308 868025 ronald@emett.co.uk 
Visit me at 

www.ronaldemettfurniture.com 



No organist? 

No musicians? 

Hymnal Plus. The ultimate 
worship music solution. 

Thpussingls of hymns and WQf^hip songs, oJF in 
one box. ready to ptoy. No mujfcar or teefmtoaf 
knowledge required. 



Straight nut of the bn>r ths 
Hymnal Plus ploys over 
2750 traditional hymns oncl 
modern worship songs, 
cov&riag over 6000 hymn 
book enhriES- 



Upgiado or any lime r choosing from an ever 
growing list of rap*rtoiF* oddilions. 

Want something elstf? Tho Hymnal Plus also plays 
your own mp3 and midi files. 

Order you r FREE information pack today, 
fnee Phom m 0900 043 0503 
Web: www.hymntechnology.oom 







E lymn Technology Ltd Hymnal 



Wbi ihip Mui ■. Ixjlulimu 



Plus 
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Spotlight on 




Winter 
E d itio n 
Out Now 



THE SON is a bright, newsy 
and uncompromising tabloid 
newspaper which aims to put 
Jesus back at the centre of 
society. 

Written and presented in an 
easy to read style, based on 
the UK's biggest circulation 
newspapers, THE SON is an 
ideal tool to reach believers 
and unbelievers as well. 

The new edition of THE SON 
includes stories on Glen 
Campbell, Natalie Cole, Henry 
Olonga, American Idol winner 
Jordin Sparks, plus much more 
It's an ideal tool for outreach. 

Why not use THE SON to reach 
your community? 

Order your copies today: 
www.thesopjorg.uk 
or call The Son hotline on 
01752 225623. 

'Enjoyed the paper - looks 
great. Well done!' 

J eremy Vine 
BBC Radio 2 

The Son. 

We love him! 



An Ethiopian Christmas 



From deep pan baked bread 
washed down with a dark 
local beer, to a Christmas 
drama involving the whole 
community, Ethiopian 
festivities are different from 
what we are used to in the 
UK. The Rt Revd Andrew 
Proud describes the 
experience. 

P erhaps the first thing you 

would notice about Christmas 
in Ethiopia is that no one 
exchanges presents. And the 
second thing you would 
notice, if you happened to be there on 
25th December, is that nothing is 
happening. 

Ethiopia still keeps the Julian calendar, 
which is seven years and eight months 
behind ours. In the Ethiopian highlands, 
where the Orthodox Church is strong, 
Christians fast for a whole month before 
Christmas (7th January), abstaining 
completely from meat and dairy 
products and attending church every 
day. 

On Christmas Eve, the churches are 
full-to-bursting, with young and old, men 
and women swathed in white cotton 
shawls against the cold. Many have to 
stand outside, for most of the night, as 
the lengthy liturgy is broadcast to the 
whole neighbourhood by loudspeaker. 

Early on Christmas morning, the 
streets are full, as everyone returns 
home where, if they can afford it, they 
will slaughter a sheep for the feast, to 
share with family and friends. But 
everyone, from the moderately rich to 
the very poor, will visit family to share 
some of the deep, pan-baked bread 
prepared especially for the festival, 
which is eaten with ‘tella’, a dark local 
beer. 

On the border with South Sudan, 
where rapidly growing Anglican 
churches serve three people groups, 
Christmas is celebrated twice. The 



Annuak like to keep Christmas with the 
Orthodox (and enjoy the national 

WDUaEm' . . ^ ‘u ! Ent A 





holiday) , but the Nuer, who also live 
in South Sudan, like to keep it on 
25th December. 

Either way, celebrations begin on 
Christmas Eve just before dusk, 
when the Anglicans ‘march’ around 
the town or village, singing and 
drumming behind a processional 
cross, to gather a congregation for 
the celebration. By the time they 
reach the church, hundreds will 
have joined the procession; some 
out of curiosity, many simply 
excited that something big is happening. 
Towards midnight, everyone settles 
quietly in a large circle under the stars - 
young and old, many of the women 
nursing children - for the Christmas 
drama, presented by virtually the whole 
community. 

Two years ago, we were staying with a 
very remote tribe, deep in the forest, 
where I taught the Christmas story, by 
the light of a single lamp - with shooting 
stars overhead and to the gentle sound 
of coughing and the shifting of human 
bodies across the dusty ground. 

Later, we all watched, spellbound with 
delight, as Joseph, having learnt that 
Mary was with child, hit the bottle; and 
as Mary panted under a heavy blanket, 
with her birth attendant, to give birth to 
the Christ-child. Everyone roared with 
laughter as children, behaving as 
recalcitrant sheep, swarmed over the 
scene and refused to be shepherded. 
Deep in the forest all around us, no one 
else seemed perturbed by the sounds of 
jeering, shouting and laughter that 
seemed to be getting closer. 

Memories of Midnight Masses on a 
large housing estate, where revellers 
tipped out of the pubs after midnight 
and staggered noisily into church, 
flashed through my mind. Then, 
suddenly, a crowd of tall men burst into 
the circle. The leader (a crown of leaves 
on his head) swaggering self-importantly, 
with clothes stuffed up his t-shirt (to 
make him look fat - and so, wealthy) , 
jeered and shouted at the children. He 
was a parody of the African ‘big man’ 
accompanied by his henchmen, dressed 
like SPLA soldiers, in Wellington boots 



and bandanas, brandishing sticks, as if 
they were Kalashnikov rifles. 

The crowd, recognising Herod and his 
henchmen in their desperate search for 
the Christ-child, roared with delight and 
laughter as he strutted, roared and 
strutted some more, before inexplicably 
and suddenly collapsing in a heap 
before being carried off, 
unceremoniously, by his confused, angry 
mob. 

Just after midnight, people began to 
pick up their things and slip away to find 
somewhere to sleep for the night. Before 
dawn, we were woken by the soft singing 
of the young man who’d been watching 
over the village all night and, as we 
emerged from the tiny grass hut we’d 
slept in, men, women and children 
began to emerge from under their 
mosquito nets, to prepare the feast. 

Three hours of frantic activity followed 
as a cow, bought months before, was 
slaughtered and women ground enough 
maize to make the special bread for the 
feast, for well over 100 people. When 
everything was ready, we gathered at the 
river for baptisms and confirmations 
under the blazing sun. 

It was pure delight to live for nine 
years among people of such faith and to 
connect, so powerfully and simply with 
others in so many joyful celebrations of 
the birth of Jesus Christ. May your 
Christmas this year be truly blessed - 
and do remember your sisters and 
brothers around the world, keeping vigil 
with us all. 

The Rt Revd Andrew Proud is Bishop of 
Reading. Before moving here earlier this year he 
spent nine years as Bishop of Ethiopia and the 
Horn of Africa. 
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Family 

The Carol Service Mystery 



In the midst of end of term 
festivities a tired vicar comes 
up with a novel response to a 
teenage prank in this fictional 
tale by Fr Michael Smith. 

U o on, I dare you.” 

Simon jabbed Ben in 
the ribs as he issued 
his challenge. Simon 
and Ben were sitting 
next to each other in the uncomfortable 
pews as the vicar droned on about Jesus. 
They were in that giddy, giggly 
uncontrollable mood only teenagers 
experience, often on the last day of 
term. They had been messing about all 
morning as their teachers had tidied 
drawers, cleared old pictures off the 
classroom wall and surreptitiously texted 
their colleagues about meeting in the 
pub after school. Simon, Ben and the 
rest of Year Eight fooled around and 
talked about their plans for the 
Christmas holidays. 

A few of them were going skiing, 
others were going to visit family and 
friends, Simon would be staying at home 
and Ben would be spending half the 
time with his mum and her new 
boyfriend and half the time with his dad 
who worked abroad and only came 
home because... Ben wasn’t quite sure 
why he came home anymore. His dad 
had never been around much (hence 
the separation from his wife and her 
discovery of a new boyfriend) so Ben 
hardly knew him. 

He’d probably get a good present 
though. Even at his tender age Ben had 
learnt that lots of people try to deal with 
their guilt by spending money. “Are you 
going to do it?” Simon hissed during the 
general clatter as everyone settled down 
to chant the Lord’s Prayer. “I don’t 
know,” said Ben, who did know what he 
was going to do but enjoyed stringing 
Simon along. “Amen.” The prayer ended 
and the vicar encouraged everyone to 
come to church on Christmas day before 
announcing the last carol, Ding dong 
merrily on high. 

Mrs Deacon, the reluctant volunteer 
pianist, hit a few notes which roughly 
equated to those in the tune of the carol 
and everyone began to sing with gusto. 
Unfortunately, the inadequate skills of 
Mrs Deacon, added to the interminably 
long ‘Gloooooooooooria’s’ in the 
chorus, multiplied by the giddy mood of 
the children, meant that the carol 
limped along and didn’t really glorify 
anyone or anything, least of all, God. 

With one last barbed comment about 
hoping to see everyone again very soon 
the vicar waved his arms about a bit, said 
some incomprehensible words, everyone 
was blessed and the end of term service 
came to a close. “Well?” asked Simon 
excitedly. “Depends on whether you can 
distract him.” Ben said. “Ok, you’re on,” 
said Simon, enthusiastically. Simon 
reached the Vicar at the door before 
Ben. “Please sir,” Simon instinctively 
raised his hand in the air as he prepared 




to ask the vicar a question, “I was 
looking at the stained glass window 
where I was sitting and I was wondering 
who the people are in it - they all seem 
to have plates on their heads?” 

The vicar was delighted to be asked a 
question and went to the window as he 
began to explain the use of halos’ in 
Christian art. Simon feigned interest. As 
Ben neared the church door he stopped 
for a few moments to admire the crib. 
Ben turned to leave and the deed had 
been done. With a sigh of relief that he 
had another year now before the next 
end of term Christmas service, the vicar 
headed for the door. He paused in front 
of the crib to say a prayer for all the 
children who had been at the service 
and began to walk away, but then slowly 
turned back to the crib. 

1 Something was wrong. He 
looked again and saw... 
baby Jesus was missing !’ 



Something was wrong. He looked 

again and saw baby Jesus was 

missing! He didn’t know quite what to 
do. What was he going to do now? All he 
wanted to do was to go home and have a 
cup of tea but instead he rang the head 
teacher of the school. The secretary did 
a good job at trying to put the vicar off 
from talking to the head teacher who 
was as keen as anyone to shut the school 
up and get to the pub, but the vicar was 
insistent. ‘Yes?” the vicar heard the 
exasperation in the head’s voice. “I am 
afraid there’s been a theft in church,” 
the vicar said. 

Images of a safe cracked open and a 
trail of candle sticks and church silver 
leading from the church to her school 
flashed across the head teacher’s mind. 
What would OFSTED make of that? “Oh 
God,” exclaimed the head teacher, “what 
have they done now?” “I am afraid that 
baby Jesus is missing,” the vicar 
explained, “from the crib, someone has 



taken him.” 

The head groaned, invited the vicar 
to come to the school and sent a 
message to each class saying that 
everyone had to assemble in the school 
hall in 30 minutes. The vicar began to 
walk to the school. He wasn’t given to 
flashes of inspiration but as he stepped 
over the puddles, empty Macdonald’s 
wrappers and dog mess, an idea 
exploded in his mind which nearly 
floored him. 

The headteacher met him and almost 
frogmarched him to the school hall. The 
giddy mood of the day had worn off now 
and had been replaced by a sense of 
frustration and anxiety on behalf of the 
children. The teachers just looked 
beaten. “I don’t mind telling you vicar,” 
the head teacher said as they sat in 
splendid isolation on the stage, a metre 
and a half above the children and 
comically surrounded by the left over 
props from the school pantomime, “I 
am spent, I have no idea what to do 
about this, all I want to do is to go to the 
... all I want to do is to go home.” 

“Don’t worry,” the vicar said confidently, 
despite not knowing exactly what he was 
going to do, “I’ll take care of it.” The 
head teacher didn’t have to yell to get 
everyone to be quiet as usual. They all 
just sat there in muted expectation. 

“The vicar has something to say to you 
all.” The head sat down as the vicar 
stood up. “As I was leaving church this 
afternoon I stopped at the crib to say a 
prayer for you all and noticed that 
something was wrong.” Ben shifted 
uneasily in his seat. “As I stood in front 
of the crib I noticed that the baby Jesus 
was missing. Jesus has been kidnapped. 

I would like the person who took Jesus 
to stand up please.” The vicar was 
surprising himself as he played the part 
of someone who was truly angry. “No 
one is leaving until the culprit owns up.” 
He’d never felt like Poirot before. 

Silence was followed by everyone 
looking around at everyone else. Who 
stole Jesus? Simon and Ben turned to 
look at each other without expression. 



One of life’s great lessons was etching 
itself into their minds, never to be 
forgotten - actions have consequences. 
Very slowly Ben rose to his feet. The 
head also began to stand but the vicar 
told her to stay sitting. “Please come 
here,” the vicar said sternly. Ben shuffled 
to the end of the line and walked slowly 
forward and climbed the steps onto the 
stage. Over a thousand pairs of eyes were 
looking at him as he carefully stepped 
over a golden egg. He walked to the 
centre of the stage and stood in front of 
the vicar. 

“What’s your name?” the vicar asked 
coldly. “Ben,” the culprit said feebly. 
“Well Ben, I have been a vicar for a very 
long time. I have never witnessed 
anything like this before. You are the 
first person in all my years of preaching 
who has actually done what I want. You 
took Jesus away with you. You didn’t 
leave him locked up in church, tied 
down by rituals, confined by creeds. 
Where is he?” Ben took the baby Jesus 
out of his pocket. “I wish everyone who 
comes to my church this Christmas 
would do what you have done, Ben, and 
take Jesus home with them.” 

Jesus wasn't born in 
Bethlehem so that he could 
be a statue in churches. . . ’ 



Ben was bewildered and confused. He 
knew he had done wrong but it felt as 
though he was being congratulated. “I 
want you to keep Jesus with you for the 
next few days, Ben. Take him everywhere 
with you. When you are happy put your 
hand in your pocket and touch him, 
when you are sad, do the same. When 
you are frightened or confused put your 
hand in your pocket and touch him, 
when you are just hanging out with your 
friends, do the same from time to time. 
The whole point of Christmas is that 
Jesus came to be with us, not just in 
church, but in our everyday lives, so that 
we can learn to love and be loved. All I 
want you to do, Ben, is to come to 
Midnight Mass, and when I bless the crib 
at the beginning I would like you to step 
forward and put the baby Jesus back in 
the crib. 

“Hopefully by then you will have 
understood the real meaning of 
Christmas. Jesus wasn’t born in 
Bethlehem so that he could be a statue 
in churches, he was born in Bethlehem 
so that he could be carried everywhere 
with you Ben, in your pocket, so that he 
could go everywhere with each one of us 
in our hearts. Go and sit down Ben, I’ll 
see you in church on Christmas Eve.” 
Ben put Jesus back in his pocket and 
went to sit down, still rather bewildered. 
Silence. “Well, I am glad we’ve sorted 
that out. You can all go home now, 
Happy Christmas.” As the children filed 
out, still in stunned silence, the vicar 
and the head teacher left the stage. 
“Mine’s a pint,” the vicar said as they 
made their way to the pub. 

Fr Michael Smith is Vicar of the Cookhams. 
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Tired of Watching 
Christians Living Broken 
Lives? Learn How You 
Can Change That! 



www.NeverEverTheSame.com/training 



E llel M inistries +44 (0) 1252 797 340 



RAISE FUNDS FOR IMPORTANT PROJECTS 
WHILST ENJOYING A MUSICAL CONCER 

Respected performer (flautist/composer) 
Colleen Muriel would like to work with 
churches, schools and charities looking 
for an enjoyable way to raise funds. 

For more info visit www.elflauto.ca 
or Phone 07722 574625. 
colleenmuriel@hotmail.com 




South West 
Christian 
Resources 
Exhibition - 
see our 
Special 
Feature 
on pages 
12 and 13 



Stanton House, a retreat near Oxford, needs new 
resident members to provide a relaxed environment 
for guests. The couple appointed will combine a love 
for people with practical skills: 
management, cooking, housekeeping, gardening, 
maintenance etc. Full board and lodging are 
provided plus an honorarium. 

Please request an application form from: 
office@stantonhouse.org.uk or write to Stanton House, 
Stanton St John, Oxford 0X33 1HF 



f > 

Truly unique challenge 

Pilsdon - a Christian place 
touching the lives of all who visit 
(www.pilsdon.org.uk) 

A leader is sought for Pilsdon, a Christian Community 
offering hospitality to guests in all kinds of need in an 
old manor house in beautiful West Dorset. 

Applicants for residential wardenship should be 
mentally and physically robust, mature (not necessarily 
in age) and be empathetic with - and enjoy - a rich 
variety of people. A broad theology or spirituality plus 
the ability and enthusiasm to lead the community in the 
next phase of its life are also essential. 

The round of daily prayers underlies everything - the 
Community is ecumenical but Anglican-based. 
Everyone, members and guests, take part in the daily 
rhythm of work, whether on our smallholding or 
household chores. Pilsdon also has a supportive group 
of trustees and local volunteers. 

The warden (partnered or single) receives a small 
personal allowance, lives free, has private accommoda- 
tion, four weeks holiday and pension contributions. 

Please ask for an information pack from 
administrator Alan Frost 01308 868308 
or pilsdon@btconnect.co.uk 

The Pilsdon Community, Pilsdon Manor, Pilsdon by 
Bridport, Dorset DT6 5NZ 

/ 
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It 9 s time to m 



Ever wondered why we enjoy 
singing worship songs and 
hymns, especially Christmas 
carols so much? The Revd 
Canon Rosie Harper tells us 
about the spirituality of 
singing. 

Sing to the Lord a new song, sing to the 
Lord, all the earth . 

Sing to the Lord, praise his name, 
proclaim his salvation day after day . 
Declare his glory among the nations, 
his marvelous deeds among all peoples . 
Psalm 96: vs 1 to 3. 

S ing, says the Psalmist, sing! 

And we do it at Christmas 
more than any other time. It 
seems a natural way of worship 
- but why? Why does singing 
have a special significance? What is 
going on when we sing to God rather 
than just speak? Is it just poetic licence 
on the part of the writer? — And all he 
really means is ‘praise and worship God’. 

Anyway, what if you feel you can’t sing, 
are you missing out? This is all about the 
human voice, and its deep connection 
with our inner being and with our 
identity. We have the most incredible 
range of expression at our disposal. We 
can use our voices to communicate love, 
hatred, comfort. We can tell the mood 
or the intention of someone even when 
we can’t understand a word they are 
saying. When someone has a voice 
which is full and relaxed we feel that 
person is on top of things, whereas a 
tight, strained, sharp voice makes you 
feel tense and anxious. 

When I was a professional singer the 
hardest thing to conquer was fear 
because it always showed in your voice. 

‘ Our voice is produced by 
our breath - the self same 
breath that keeps us alive. ’ 

Just imagine if we took all the voices in 
church one day and mixed them up and 
handed them back at random. It would 
be ghastly. Then imagine going home 
with that different voice and phoning 
your family. They wouldn’t believe it was 
you. Whatever you said to prove 
otherwise — how could you be you 
without your own voice? Why do you 
think they distort someone’s voice on 
news reports when they want to remain 
anonymous? Our voice and our identity 
are inextricably linked. 

Indeed I would go one step further - 
our voice is produced by our breath - the 
self same breath that keeps us alive, our 
life-breath. 



This is why being called to sing to God 
is so important and powerful. By the use 
of our voices we are offering to God our 
very selves. Our identity, who we are, 
our very life-breath all offered freely to 
God in praise. 

No wonder feelings run so high when 
it comes to music in church. If what is 
going on is hard to relate to, then we 
feel cut off from one of our most 
profound means to drawing close to 
God. Of course if the reverse happens 
and we are as it were ‘in tune’ with the 
music being offered, then something 
seems to happen which is greater than 
the sum of its parts. If we join together 
in praise, then it becomes at one and the 
same time both personal and corporate. 
We become a worshipping community - 
and something is going on which words 
alone cannot describe. 

The Swiss Theologian Hans Kung tried 
to define this further dimension that 

‘By sharing in music we 
share in the power of God as 
creator...' 



music moves you into. He finds, he says, 
‘traces of transcendence’ which reveal 
how wafer-thin the boundary is between 
the human and the divine. 

Kung is particularly moved by the 
music of Mozart, and claims that “To 
listen to the adagio of the Clarinet 
Concerto, for example, is to perceive 
something wholly other: the sound of an 
infinite which transcends us and for 
which beauty is not enough description 
...To describe such experience and 
revelation of transcendence, religious 




language still needs the word God.” 

When we use our voices to praise God, 
then not only do we offer to God our 
deepest selves, but through the nature of 
music God draws close to us. By sharing 
in music we share in the power of God 
as creator, and we can we grow to an 
understanding of what it is to be created 
in God’s own image. 

We may dismiss the delight in singing 
carols, especially by those who only pitch 
up once a year, as a cultural warm, fuzzy 
experience. Perhaps it is far deeper than 
that. Transcendence and transformation 
are only a breath away. 

The Revd Rosie Harper is Vicar of Great 
Missenden and Chaplain to the Bishop of 
Buckingham. 



Congratulations to The Star carol writer Nicholas 

THIS summer, The Times ran a competition to write a new carol, 
melody and words, and over 700 people entered. The two winners 
were both professional musicians, but the six runners-up included 
someone who is not a musician at all. Nicholas Orme (right), the 
author of The Star , is a Licensed Lay Minister in the churches of 
Forest Hill, Horton cum Studley, and Stanton St John. 

“I specialise in family services," says Nicholas. “Each one is 
different, and I write sketches, dramatisations, and sometimes songs 
and hymns to put across theology in an understandable and 
memorable way. I thought up the tune of The 
Star , wrote words to go with it, and then a 
kind friend arranged it for choral singing. 

“Nearly everything we associate with 
Christmas - baby, manger, shepherds, wise 
men - is so Christmassy that it’s difficult to 
relate to during the rest of the year. 

“The star is an exception, because we can 
see stars almost every night. In my carol I 
imagine the Christmas star being always 
inside me, so that I can see it when my eyes 
are shut. It tells me that Jesus has come, and 
that nothing in the dark can hurt us ever 
again." 

If you live in the area, Nicholas’s next family service, Crowns and Crackers , is at Stanton 
St John church on Sunday 8 January. The service starts at 10, with crown making from 
9.45am. Come dressed as one of the three kings or as a queen or princess! Pictured is the 
Star of Bethlehem, at the Church of the Nativity in the Holy Land. Pic: Ray Rowlson. 
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Christmas prayers 



The Door suggests some prayers for 
Christmas starting with the Magnificat - Mary’s 
prayer of praise. 

And Mary said: “My soul glorifies the Lord and my spirit rejoices in 
God my Saviour, for he has been mindful of the humble state of 
his servant. 

From now on all generations will call me blessed, for the 
Mighty One has done great things for me — holy is his name. 

His mercy extends to those who fear him, from generation 
to generation. 

He has performed mighty deeds with his arm; he has 
scattered those who are proud in their inmost thoughts. 

He has brought down rulers from their thrones but has 
lifted up the humble. 

He has filled the hungry with good things but has sent the 
rich away empty. 

He has helped his servant Israel, remembering to be 
merciful to Abraham and his descendants for ever, even as he 
said to our fathers.” Luke 1: 46 - 55. 



Holy Child of Bethlehem, whose parents found no room at 
the inn, we pray for all who are homeless. 

Holy Child of Bethlehem, born in a stable; we pray for all 
who live in poverty. 

Holy Child of Bethlehem, rejected stranger; we pray for all 
who are lost, alone, all who cry for loved ones. 

Holy Child of Bethlehem, whom Herod sought to kill; we 
pray for all who live with danger. 

Holy Child of Bethlehem, in you the Father was pleased to 
dwell, help us, we pray, to see the divine image in people 
everywhere. (David Blanchflower) 




Loving Father, 

help us to remember the familiar story of Christ’s birth, so 
that we may share in the song of the angels, the gladness of 
the shepherds and the wisdom of the wise men. 

Close the doors of hate and open the door of love in our 
lives. Let kindness accompany every gift we give and good 
wishes enrich every greeting we exchange. 

Deliver us from selfishness by the blessing which Christ 
alone can bring, and teach us to be glad with a pure heart, 

Through Jesus Christ our Lord, Amen. 



Stained Glass 

SI® J&l 



BjBslgfis 



m 






01494 • 77371 2 
David Wasley MA * FMGP 
wwwJrdmi Men ilium artists. eo + uk 




Over 300 apple varieties 
on M 26 (8ft) and many on M 27 (4ft) 
Patio Trees Upright Gordons Family Trees of Cherry, 
Plum, Apple, Pear, Peach and so much more! 

Prices held from 2010 
for the Olympic Year 

DEACONS NURSERY 

Godshill, Isle of Wight P038 3HW 
01983 840750 (24hrs) 

Tel: 01983 522243 Fax: 01983 523575 
Email: info@deacDnsnurseryfruitscD.uk 
or visit our website 
www.deaconsnurseryfruitsco.uk 



To Advertise 
Cdl 

01752 

225623 



% 



A.R.WALKFR 

fi son i rwurn 

F^IIUtDtLECTHi f lT-IM* 



Independent femilytuiieral directors and 
rnDnuiwitil rnasoTE. 

* 24 Hour BSStglsioe 

* 4 Offices with parking 

■ Competitively priced 

+ Fkiwfifs. by Ifilephnne ^nd nn-line 

- atone memorials 

* P re- paid luneral plans 




Reading head office 011 0 957 3550 

OUn w fcst, ruin VLliKvif vin, fii.i [frm'H. Hmr?y h.hi 

www. abwalker.co.uk 



Writing four Life Story? 

Bound Biographies 
helps people write 
their life stories, 
producing a few 
quality illustrated 
copies for family 
and friends. 

DO YOU have a 
manuscript to 
produce? 

HAVE YOU started 
writing and got stuck? 

OR ARE YOU just 
thinking about it? 

Contact Sally Gray at 67 Conway Close, 
Houghton Regis, Beds LU5 5SB 
Tel/Fax 01582 861407 or on 
E-mail: biographies@resource24.net 





wiww.carnjki ift npnpw.nrfc.jjk 
CUtfirg.uEf 

m: D 247 GS 0 MM 

rarity htaimm 










10 



Advertisement Feature 



slableDoor JANUARY 2012 



O Children 

Can we help you build your 
q family through adoption? 

Thinking about adoption? 

Information Event 



Wednesday 4th January 2012 

6.30pm to 8.00pm 

Wednesday I st February 20 1 2 

6.30pm to 8.00pm Contact 




St.Francis’ 



CHILDR 

SCX 



EN’S 

ETY 



www.sfcs.org.uk 



Rsgi.?tjered Chririty Number If 1670 



0 1 908 572700 
enquiries@sfcs.org.uk 



Venue 

St Francis 1 Children's Society 
Collis House 
48 Newport Road 
Woolstone 
Milton Keynes MKI5 0AA 




Hagboume CE Primary School 

Rlcftard Jdr.ei MEd H*ddl*ach«r 



Main fidflrt Bnii Unghmimr, ftia-n HHl \ ffLS 

Tilt 01 2H 81M47 Tns- 01 JJS si m J 
Dtflre.lM^^aobcuine.Giwn.fGh.ufc 
www.hagb^^riit'.Oiin. tch.yk 



HEADTEACHER 



Can you lead us into the future? 



SCii.it: Suplemher 28 1 2 1 | SjLhy: 1.15 - 1.21 



The Uovcnun^ body oi'Uagboumc CE Trimary School wishes to appoint a tow ard flunking imd 
uispiraisonal headteacher to lake our school imo the future. Ilajrbouine CL Primary School a a 
wrU-esiublishEd. popuiUu - : ili-J L^ ersubM-rjlied scliuul uL I tie fertile of Ette cuimjiiiLuly 
with Strain^ L'Jiujult I i nkfG 



W* offer: 

* friendly and morivuted children 

* hi u h TiU^iilLinl.^ iif Itaiming and lain h inu 

* li Lcurri uf ck’dicaK'd, friendly Enid hupdrWLvftmg stuiT 

* c nth us ia&tic and supportive pamotsand t ioverrtors 

The nittratf* I applicant will: 

* he a proven I kadleucbcr iff Dtp Lily I le^d cimmii LLed Hi msfliriLkmul leaching iliiJ learning 

* enjoy shiirnrajj and Ucli vennM u. broad, balanced, inmn alive ynil wanve etrmeulum 

* W’yii: with an experienced and cOTnmiHetl lujirci Lo etmtinuc ihe dcvcbipmcnL 
Lii'iliss Oul&ilitndi njji scIhm.iI 

■ h.i 'm r' v i^runl, i.-H.iiinri i liiitTil i 1 1 1 1! 1 1 1 ■- l I ■ 

* cnnEinite In huilld on ihe .il ready high standard of eciucalinn available In mir pupils 

■ poQvss cxctLEcnt ccimnittriiealion, leadership and management sldlis. 

Closing date: ?th Jitnuur) 2U12 

Skrllisi fur inlcrview: l6l,h Jeuulujt 2012 liikTviins: 

Tueuiny 24 Hi si ad Wednesday 15lli jnumirv 20 12 

Visits to rhe schr>r>l are encouraged and warmjy welcomed 

To arrange a viKiE. please contact Ifoe Schtwl Ofllce on Q 1 215 fi 11267 or email Alike J24^ haglxHiriK:.DMa.Bch.sik 



Oxfordshire is committed to ,vc rfegutm/ing and promt: Mi tig the wetfaw 
of children and expects ail staff to share this commitment 




ASHBOURNE 

DERBYSHIRE 



Ideal for Peak District 
Chatsworth, Alton Towers 

Comfortable Cottage 
Sleeps 4 

Short breaks. All year 
www.conifercottage.biz 
01727 751070 

Dartmouth 

Devon 

Glorious views across 
the River Dart from a 
comfortable ground 
floor flat. Sleeps four 
All mod cons. 

Tel: 020 7223 5473 




ChmchuKwd Coffey 

deluded 

Jog ratline 

W t& m rvu wektinie 

Beach nearby 

It short hre*k* 



SHERBORNE 

Short breaks in Dorset 



Elegant, spacious, 2 bed, 
apartment in listed building 
close to Abbey Church. 

Open all year. 
Please ring for brochure: 

01404 841367 



CORNWALL 

Port Isaac 

Quality furnished holiday cottages and 
converted barn in Port Isaac, 45 minutes 
from the Eden Project. Sleeps 2-6, linen 
& electricity included, pets welcome 
personal supervision by owners, for a full colour 
brochure contact Dennis Knight, Atlantic House, Port 
Isaac, PL29 3RE 




Tel/fax: 01208 880934 Tel: 01208 862422 



email : info @ cor nishholidayhomes .net 
w ww.cor nishholidayhomes .net 




Come to the Shropshire Hills 

A warm welcome awaits at our family-run cottages, maintained 
and equipped to a high standard. Beautiful location at Church 
Stretton in Shropshire, easy access to Ludlow, Shrewsbury & 
Ironbridge. Ideal for all the family. 

TEL 01694 722869 for a brochure or visit 
www. botvy I ef ar m .co.uk 




Lanzarote 

PIcfyE) Blanca 

Affordable 
family villa 

Ideal for Family 
H olidays & 
LongWinter Breaks 

Td 03454260619 

vAAJwlarEarefteuilladiatcDik 



ALGARVE 



Luxury 3 bed villa 
(all ensuite) Sleeps 6/8, near 
Carvoeiro. Own pool, 
all mod cons. Situated on 
Pestana Golf Resort. Golf, 
Tennis, Outdoor bowls. 
Full details and brochure: 
Brian Chambers 



Tel: 02380 265 683 

info@casa-oleander.co.uk 

www.casa-oleander.co.uk 




Travel Insurance 

Arranged for The Door Readers 

SUPERB TOP QUALITY ANNUAL, SINGLE TRIP 
AND LONG STAY TRAVEL COVER 

Available with most pre-existing medical conditions accepted. 
Specialist cover for people cruising and for high-cost holidays. 

Our insurance has a customer 24 hour helpline, full medical cover and, 
most importantly, an air ambulance get you home service. 

WE ARE A SPECIALIST TRAVEL INSURANCE COMPANY, 
HELPING PEOPLE OF ALL AGES, ESPECIALLY THE 
RETIRED AGE GROUP SINCE 1996. 

We are based in the UK and your call will be answered 
by a real person. ..not a machine!!! 

Conditions apply 
Please call for details ~ 

0116 272 0500 

Authorised & regulated by the F.S.A. 





FAMILY AND CHURCH HOLIDAYS • CONFERENCES 
COACH HOLIDAYS • SPECIAL INTEREST BREAKS 
Plus SPECIALIST OVERSEAS HOLIDAYS 






IHI CHRISTIAN 



HOLIDAY PEOPLE 

Providing Christian Holidays for over 100 years 





— - OVER ST RAND, 



Norfolk 

1 THE PLEASAUNCE 

: 01263579=13 

th«plp|i' J jJMruf*f 5 lir mg -h 



RH0S ON SEA, 

North Wain 

£T WINIFREDS 

0149s 544 120 




(G. j 

C7&I! 




£ AUBURN, 

Non h Yorkshire 
fl HOCKLEY MALI 

01287 622 329 

briKklBytiAlL#E#Jie.or| L im 




CONWY, 

NorihWitn 

BELCH WOOD COURT 

01492 591 405 

ErtT-L n w«Klc atu 1 #e ill e. hi, tah 




SELF CATERING 
BUNGALOW 

THE PLEASAIJHCE, Norfolk 

01263 579 212 

thGp'ltKsiuKrfeffc.om-tik 



further details and colour brochure: 

Ol6l 440 7204 or 

Visit our website: www.christi3nbotidays.co.uk 
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The Door post 

Courses, training, conferences & workshops in January 2012 

The Doorpost is a free service for churches to advertise their events and is designed to be hung on church noticeboards. Please send 
your events to doorpost@oxford.anglican.org or by post to Church House. The deadline for the February 2012 issue is 6 January 2012. 



SUNDAY 1 JANUARY 



ABINGDON: Christian Aid New Year’s Day 
Walk starting at Christ Church, Northcourt 
Road, Abingdon 0X1 4 1 PL at 1 0am. Distance 
is 6.5 miles across Boars Hill and Sunningwell. 
Please bring plastic bags to put over your boots 
to protect the floor at the refreshment stop. 
Details from Jessica on 01 865 24681 8 or 
jhall@christian-aid.org 

SUNDAY 8 JANUARY 



OXFORD: The annual New Year Praise service 
of Churches Together in Marston and Northway 
will be held at St Michael’s and All Angels in 
New Marston at 6pm. Details 01 865 727026. 

WEDNESDAY 11 JANUARY 



BUCKINGHAMSHIRE: Plough Wednesday 
annual training day on rural and agricultural 
issues will be held at Botolph and Middle 
Claydon from 1 0am - 4pm. Booking is essential. 



Details from glynevans@gmail.com 

SATURDAY 14 JANUARY 



OXFORD: An introductory workshop The 
Enneagram’ facilitated by Josephine Seccombe 
at St Margaret’s Church from 1 0am - 4pm. Cost 
£1 5. Details www.ocsg.uk.net or phone 0791 9 
517516. 

FRIDAY 20 JANUARY 



OXFORD: The International Supper for the 
Week of Prayer for Christian Unity at 7pm at St 
Anthony of Padua Community Hall, Headley 
Way, Headington. Details 01865 727026. 

WEDNESDAY 25 JANUARY 



TURVILLE: Hambleden Valley, near Henley. 
Healing service with laying on of hands and 
anointing at Holy Communion at 1 0.1 5am. 
Details 01 491 571231. 



FRIDAY 27 JANUARY 



OXFORD: The Unicorn Group (an ecumenical 
discussion group) meeting at 1 Canterbury 
Road, Oxford from 1 2.30pm - 2pm. Talk at 1 pm 
by Father John Salter, Vicar of SS Peter and 
Paul, Wantage - ‘Wantage: Flagship of the 
Anglo-Catholic Movement?’ 

SATURDAY 28 JANUARY 



OXFORD: The Council for Christians and Jews 
are holding a Jewish-Christian Bible Study week 
service at the Oxford Jewish Centre, Richmond 
Road at 1 0.45am. Please email cjrelations@ 
ccj.org.uk or phone 0207 01 5 51 60 for further 
information and to book your place. 

BEDGROVE: Learning to Heal - a New Wine 
training day at Church of the Holy Spirit, 
Cambourne Avenue HP21 7UE. The day will 
run from 9.30am - 4.30pm. Cost £1 0 (includes 
book by John Coles rrp £8.99). Phone 01 296 
398945 for details and a booking form. 




Courses & special events 

Spring Term 2012 Learning for Discipleship 
and Ministry courses: This is a rolling 
programme of courses that is open to all 
learners of any denomination. It educates for 
lay discipleship, Licensed Lay Ministry, Local 
Ministry ordinands and other Authorised 
Ministries: Living the Christian Life - Prayer 
and Vocation - This introductory course is 
about growing in faith through prayer and 
responding to God’s call. It is a practical 
course and will give you experience of different 
ways of praying and will help you think more 
about your own journey with God. The course 
will be from 7.1 5pm to 9.30pm and will begin 
in January at different venues in the diocese. 



There are ten sessions. Cost £36. Helping 
others to learn - This intermediate course 
aims to help you develop skills in helping 
others to learn, by looking at aspects of the 
theory and practice of adult learning. It is a five 
session course on Tuesday evenings beginning 
on 1 7 January from 7.1 5pm to 9.30pm at 
Diocesan Church House, Oxford. Baptism - 
For details of all the courses phone 01 865 
208277 or email sheila.townsend@ oxford. 
anglican.org 

Mend the Gap follow-up day: Saturday 28 
January in Stony Stratford from 9.45am to 
4pm. This high quality day will include lunch 
and will explore our own faith and will look at 
the ‘how’s, where’s and why’s’ of engaging with 
teenagers. Further information and booking 



details from carolyn.main@oxford.anglican.org 
or phone 01 865 208253. 

Saturday 28 January: A multi-parish benefice 
day conference - ‘Caution? Older People!’ - 
overcoming stereotypes and celebrating a gift 
to the Church. This day will be held at the 
King’s Centre, Osney Mead, Oxford 0X2 OES 
from 1 0am - 4pm. Details and booking form 
from helen.keely@oxford.anglican.org or phone 
01865 208214. 

Confidence in Discipleship: Training days for 
Clergy, Licensed Lay Ministers and PCCs in 
association with the Diocesan Missions team 
and Martin Cavender and Alison Morgan of 
‘Resource’. Each day will be comprised of 
daytime training for clergy followed by an 



evening session for Licensed Lay Ministers and 
PCC members. The first day is on 27 February 
in High Wycombe for ‘Urban’ Buckinghamshire 
Deaneries. Details of this and courses in your 
area please email melanie.hawgood@ 
oxford.anglican.org or phone 01865 208252. 

Services at Christ Church Cathedral 

Sundays: 8am Holy Communion; 10am Matins 
(coffee in Priory Room); 1 1 .15am Sung 
Eucharist; 6pm Evensong. 

Weekdays: 7.15am Morning prayer; 7.35am 
Holy Communion; 1pm (Wednesday only) Holy 
Communion; 6pm Evensong (Thursday Sung 
Eucharist 6pm). 

After Eight - time to reflect, time to pray: 
Contemporary liturgies for mind and spirit on 
Sundays at 8pm. 

Tel: 01865 276155 www.chch.ox.ac.uk 



This Christmas, 

give the gift of a smile. 




I want to give a child a second chance at life. 

£150 towards surgery for £30 towards medications 
one child for one surgery 

£75 could cover half the £ We’ll gratefully 

cost of one surgery accept any amount 

Mr/Mra/Ma 

AdkJrctfS 



Postcode 

Email 

retopfliGms 

Charge my -gift to my: LJ Visa LJ Masie* Card Li Maestro 

Card Ho. 

Valid y r-um fc.Kp, L>iitL- L Issuu No-. 




Kabir. 7 immlh,^ 
iN ijy ■ riii 



Guo Sen, ft mouths, 
Chinn 



Sokhoirn, 1ft month*. 
(IuiilIkmILii 



Free cleft surgery which takes as little as 45 minutes and costs as little as 
£1 50, can give desperate children not just a new smile - but a new life. 



Donate online: www.smiletrain.org.Lik OR call: 0870 127 6269 



Si0iVlttir& 

U My cheque is enclosed, made payable io The Smile Train UK 

HimiiJ II nf; c:h iij|hjii uvilti yniur ill midi inn ttf:: 

The Smile Train UK, 

PO Box 909, 

Northampton NN3 DBF 




SmileTrain 

Chanpi iiyj TTir- Wurld Onr Fnnl t* At A Tiller . 



Lkft Gift Aid to increase your donation by £5% 

I I YE& I would like Gmte Train to claim Gilt Aid on any donations irtai I ha 1 
nude within Uiu but 4 yijui'i and ull dumbo- vs I muku h tfvj fuluru unti 
further rcotioa. I confirm That I pary sUffirionE UK incom^r«=ipftal gains- tax fn 
cover any tax that Smfe Train mil reclaim from any donations that I make- 
D NO, I am neft a UK taxpayer. 



These -deiHls. ywr emM ncklre^iekphyte number mey be used to keep m rkrnm 

sk&St out Future dwetopmenS, IF you da not war! to recevH such inlwnatc-r ptaacti ten: tbs in* IT Nil 1211111 1 iHKVI I 

Regislered Charity No. 11 H7-16 Regislered Company No. QG7309G2 $5 201 1 The SmileTrain. 
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Comedian Joe Fisher will have them rolling In the 

iTT — — — - — i aisles at Ideal Church Show 1 

Hi Autosave, 

how can I help you?” 



AS THE only male on a childcare course, Joe Fisher soon 
learned to laugh at himself. 

1 had to wear pink overalls and explain that Joe was Joseph, not Joanne,’ 
he recalls. 1 ended up in children’s theatre and youth companies before 
moving to Exeter. 



After various stints as a care and youth worker, actor and barman Joe took 
the plunge to go professional as a comedy performer in 2000, becoming one 
of the UK’s best-loved crowd warm-ups, comedy performer and ‘all-round big 
mouth’. 



He describes himself as having a ‘warm but slightly silly delivery with much 
spontaneity.’ Unlike so many comedians, his material is suitable for the whole 
family - ideal for the Christian Resources Exhibition, often dubbed the ‘ideal 
church show’, which returns to Westpoint, Exeter next year (25-26 January 
2012 ). 

Everything from communion wine to computers, sound systems to 
signboards will be on display. More than 4,600 attended the last show in 
2009. Seminars and workshops will be led by gifted communicators in their 
field of expertise with presentations ranging from how to lead worship to 
young people and the Bible. 

Joe comes to Westpoint having gained experience hosting mass 
participational events, charity auctions, award ceremonies, corporate events, 
pop concerts and much, much more. He will host the Arts Theatre and 
performing various comedy routines throughout the day, playing a number of 
silly characters and introducing a range of ‘ridiculous’ Christian game shows! 

Joe pioneered the pitch side presenting at Southampton FC and was 
crucial in creating a stunning atmosphere,’ said Paul Blanchard, marketing 
director at Southampton FC. 

‘He is the best live PA announcer that I have had the pleasure of working with,’ said Mick Bennett, director of Tour of Britain. 



The Christian Resources Exhibition will be at Westpoint, Exeter, 25-26 January 2012. More info: www.creonline.co.uk 




For helpful, friendly, impartial advice, call Autosave, 
your trusted team with over 25 years experience 
selling cars to the Christian community. 



Hassle free car 
buying from 
Autosave 

Prices start from £3,999. 
New, nearly new and used 
Any make, any model 
Great prices, great savings 
Part exchange welcome 
Finance available 



l ®*r "A rtTT 




CALL: 0845 122 6902 aUtOSaVG f 

OR VISIT: WWW.AUTOSAVE.CO.uk 4- 




HOW CAN WE 
SERVE YOU? 



Tel: 01 752 225623 Fax: 01 752 673441 

www.cornerstonevision.com 



ad sales 

We manage ad sales for Families First, the magazine of 
the Mothers' Union, circulation 33,000. 



design and more 

We offer highly professional design, marketing and 
copywriting services. 



We are a Christian Publishing & Marketing 
company based in Devon. 

publishing 

We publish newspapers for 7 CofE dioceses throughout 
the Southern and Home Counties, and sell advertising 
for one more. Circulation is cl 74,000 monthly reaching 
a valuable church audience very affordably. 



In Plymouth we publish our own 7 community 
newspapers and a lifestyle magazine, delivered to 
readers in 70,000 homes. 




,S<<« Jr. 



f/ r\\ it* 

Award winning 
church furniture makers 



Makers of the revolutionary 
Canterbury and York Lecterns 

Telephone & Fax: 01 934 61 81 11 
Emaihinfo@fullersfinerfurniture.co.uk 



www.fullers1inerfurniture.co.uk 




Sea mless Soun d and Vision 

Complete Audi Vjiiisl & Induction limp Syitemii 



I: 02 0 308 23456 w w tv-kt* 1 1 li iiionki.co.u k 



Fullers Finer Furniture will be exhibiting at the 
Christian Resources Exhibition at Westpoint in Exeter 
in January 



BB -v- 

Andrew brought 

a Boy to Jesus 

The Boys’ Brigade are 
doing likewise. 

Are you reaching out to the 
homes around your 
Church and surrounding area? 
Wc reach the ‘young’ from age 5. 



Detail £ on forming a Group: 
Teh 0139 2 4G17$4 
Or Head Office: 01442 231001 
wwWrbQY5-brigade»org, uk 

See us at the SW. CRE 2012 
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NEW YEAR RETURN TO EXETER’S WESTPOINT 






EQUIPPING AND EMPOWERING YOUR CHURCH 



.00 on Wednesday and 10.00-4.30 on Thursday 



Opening Times; 



24 Seminar inclading- MessyChurch' 



.Spotlight Stage featuring , interview 

andpresentationfhrts^attc 

. Specialist Zones * Mind Body & Sou 

www. creonline. a 

Tel:Cr17934T8 21S rjn#i b 



SEE US AT THE C RE EXETER STAND B12 



FOR THE CHRISTIAN 
RESOURCES EXHIBITION 



COMPUTERS to communion wine, sound systems to 
signboards - that’s the special mix of products and 
services that makes the Christian Resources 
Exhibition a unique event. 

From January 25th to 26th the CRE returns to Westpoint, Exeter, 
providing an unparalleled range of resources for west country 
churches large and small. 

“Anyone involved in the life and work 
of their local church will find inspiration 
in the unique, friendly atmosphere that is 
CRE,” said Paul Trott, head of marketing 
for the show’s parent company Bible 
Society. “You can browse in the 
exhibition bookshop, stocked with 
hundreds of publications, CDs, DVDs 
and gift ideas. Or enjoy special 
performances in the arts theatre, hosted 
by local comedian Joe Fisher.” 

A wide range of 25 practical seminars 
run throughout each day, offering 
practical advice - from ‘Creating a 
Successful Church Website’ to ‘Powerful 
Tools for Dementia Caregivers’. Whether 
you are a worship or youth leader, 
retreat organiser or treasurer, there is a 
seminar, workshop or exhibitor to help 
make your ministry even more effective. 

No wonder more than 4,600 attended 
the last show at Westpoint in 2009. A major draw was Lucy Moore, 
who will update visitors on Messy Church - an informal way of 
‘doing’ church for families involving craft, food and celebration. 

A special feature will be Stop The Traffik, a global movement of 
individuals, communities and organisations fighting to prevent the 
sale of people, protect those trafficked and prosecute the 
traffickers. Return to Sender will focus on bereavement services 
while Clergy on the Catwalk is a “show-within-a-show” featuring 
“real” clergy modelling ecclesiastical clothing from designers like 
Juliet Hemingray and Cross Designs. 

Cross were the first to introduce a more relaxed look for the 
clergy including t-shirts, dresses, hoodies, and crop tops. 

Among the other exhibitors will be several Westcountry based 



Ecclesiastical fashion will be on show at the Christian 
Resources Exhbition at Westpoint in January 



companies including Fullers Finer Furniture who will no doubt be 
showing their ‘revolutionary’ Canterbury and York Lecturns. 

Paul Fuller of Weston super Mare offers much more than the 
lecterns with customised furniture available from his team of 
craftsmen. 

The Exeter based regional Boys’ Brigade will be exhibiting and 
offering a chance for churches to discuss face to face how they are 
able to use the organisation for reaching boys from their 
neighbourhood. 

API Communications, also based in 
Exeter will be offering churches a chance 
to see how their sound systems can be 
upgraded. 

Making the journey from Plymouth will 
be Cornerstone Vision an established 
publisher of Diocesan newspapers, 
including this title. In all they handle 
advertising for a total of eight such titles 
as well as Families First , the Mother’s 
Union magazine. They will also be able 
to explain details of their design and print 
services that some churches and 
organisations could benefit from. 

From a little further afield Keith Monks 
will again be offering advice on church 
audio visual requirements. 

Mercy Ships will be among the many 
charities who will be taking the 
opportunity to meet up with supporters 
old and new. Autosave, a regular 
exhibitor at all of the CRE exhibitions 
will be on hand to discuss your 
transport requirements. 

“We’re delighted to be back in Exeter 
and look forward to welcoming people 
from churches throughout the region,” 
said Paul. “On every layer of this 
strategic event you will discover 
something fresh and innovative - at the 
cutting edge of Christian ministry.” 

More info: www.creonline.co.uk 



Bringing Hope 
in West Africa 



r 



/ 



COULD YOUR CHURCH 
SOUND SYSTEM BE IMPROVED? 



Join the growing number of happy customers for whom we 
have answered this question. 

APi Communications’ staff have over 40 years’ experience on 
both sides of the microphone. 

Ov Church Sound and Projection Specialists 
C\ Loop Systems and Recording Equipment 
v\ FREE Diagnostic visit for Sound and Loop System issues 
Cv Training on New or Existing Systems 

fa 






Our clients include: Camborne Parish Church, Exeter 



APi COMMUNICATIONS 

t 01302 B776BB 

www.churchsoundsystems.co 

iedral, All Saints Church, Sidmouth & St Pancras, Plymouth 



e: inform ercyships,ons.uk - t: 0143 S 727 SOO - www.memcyships.oi _E.uk 
Morey Ships UK. 12 Mead! way Court. Stevenage- SGI 2EF 

mere yshi ps.org. uk/easter-breakfast 

nfrfra'erre CiarKy Nurr 4 *r =. 'SZOEfft 3 < 



Between 10% and 17% of children do Mercy Ships' dedicated volunteers 
not live beyond their 5lfri bit thday in provide urgent surgeries and treatments 

West African countries. transforming lives forever. 



Support our hospital ship and jorn in this vital work: 

| Share fcUowship and news of healing this Easter time 

f Help us to create the world's biggest Faster Breakfast; raising vital funds for 
patients in desperate need of medical help. 

| Send tor a pack to help plan your event 
f Invite a speaker fn your church 
| Donate tor our mission ot healing 

f Visit us at Stand No BID, Christian Resources Inhibition, Lxeter 
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DAY l: flv fly Briiiift Airways from H-eathmw to Defhi 
DAY 2: DELHI Amiyu IdLu muming dri-d LiamR-l tu yuur iiuld 
for out? rught. optEonal evening 'Glimpses of Delhi' tour. 

DAY 3 : J A I PUR !kgm 1 1 \-: *Jisy with a I h'iU i ul 1 1 ig inun iimc 
ofEemaiton of Delhi exploring the narrow bustling streets, 

rolfjurfnl ttttfAdrs nnrl aStFArtiftn's, erf (>1C| flHN wpLI .tc I uly^n'n 
Mew Delhi and I he Gandhi Memorial Later, drive to Jaipur 

far a [wo nifiht tf.iv f.ippnfiji. "i hrjtiRj. Mem ri.-iy, visit [he i mprKjoR 
Amber Fort pflrttiKJ high above the surreuTicfing area Just outside 
thpfily hefore Tnurinj; Trip *Miiik [ ily' fll Jaipur ilsHt 
DAY 5: RAMTHAMDORE Drive to Rarvthamtelfr Nittonat Tar t for 
i two m^hT ^tay (approx. 4 hnnr*i) r 1 he .lfternonn i*; yntire to fpIvih 
ot explore the area at tenure. Tonight, enjoy a diseussiofi on the 
Famous S ipL^r r . with a rpnnwOpd Iftr.ii rMlumlisT and .In nplmaal 
evening safari, Next day. enjoy two safaris in open top canters 
into the part. 

DAY 7: DHAIWPUP. Alter breakfast drive to Gharatpur, home to 
thA teQtifea M.ltmnih Part and Cfwtk in 31 ibp l a Kins vJfcYi Pal nfs* 
for an overnight stay (approx, G hours)- 

DAY H: AiiHA I Ns morniriR. vi-.it thp Him ^anrni.iry nn .i ryrlf 
rickshaw, Later drive to Agnj Per a one night slay, stopping en 
route as KiE^hpiir Mkrr and .Yl r .a Aftni hurt (approx. J hour^), 

■ M luim DAY 9: DELHI A highlight of your 
I loLiii wi lt he tfak mor fting* visil 
| i to the T<y Mahal. In the afternoon 

L^i ' ] I 1 flrivF hark ro Delhi Tnr one nip.hl 

lS|k| jjjll 5 hours), 

■ J - JMIsIhI day 1 D: MV My Bnlr.A Airwave 
a i » pal h m w .ir r -vn i i.m - r I he 
HP? iHI vmertay. 



Travel applies lo depart me* II ? May JOl J 
(ruhi.T thtn aviiljbkr) *Twir Hel INQ78 
* nights hated an British Airways from I'eachra# 



Mease contact 

0800 048 10SS 



Piste >b per pur ^un bdbed en two dUuHs slidf mg j room with uc.u 
no my flights DP eriliSh Airways from Heathrow. Savings featured 
are pui Luupk' dgdmsL IdLcsL putes J ihi.iwii un www.kuonl.ut.uk 
and brOchurad airline. Holiday offer and savings featured are 
subject Lo dvdildbrlily and chdiigu. 



1906 



Tiger St Taj 
Trail 



SAVE UP TO £ 1 5CJ PER COUPLE 




mmm j Solar Panel 

SMC ■Installation 

SDLAR POWER ^ 4 



The Solar Power Specialists - Connecting with the Power of Nature 

Get FREE Electridty:EARNupto£1100p.a.fromyour Roof 
(South facing is best but East and West work too.) 

- 25 years guaranteed index-linked income from Feed-in-Tariffs IFITsl - 
tax free for homeowners 

• Earn up to 23 pence for every unit you produce whether you use it or not. 

ACT NOW - Some tariffs will drop to 9p from 1 st april 20 1 2 

• Free electricity - use what you make and save on hills 

• Sell back what you don't use - and generate additional income 

• Significantly reduce your carbon footprint and do your bit for the environment 

• Zero running costs and completely silent 

• Typical return on investment 9-11% and adds value to your property 




SMC Solaris a Christian-run company specialising in renewable energy 
and committed... "To strive to safeguard the integrity of creation and 
sustain and renew the earth. " (from Anglican "Five Marks of Mission" - No. 
51 

Contact us today for a free quote Tel: 0 1 367 71 8833 
Email: info@smcsolarxo.uk www.smcsolar.co.uk 



REAl/ 

Pn-Tn%teT P-fMi iilrU^CI r^-Tr- 
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Comment 

by John Pritchard 



The proof of the 

Christmas 

pudding 



C hristmas is proof of many 

things. It proves we love our 
children - we’ll make great 
sacrifices to buy them gifts. It 
proves there’s still nostalgia in our souls 
- we just love the thought of a white 
Christmas. 

It proves we can still sing - we can 
manage Once in Royal David’s City even 
when half cut. It proves we love special 
meals - that blow out on Christmas Day 
has been planned for weeks. It proves 
the Queen still exists - there she is 
again at 3 o’clock. 

But does it prove that God exists? 

For me to try and prove that God 
exists would be like Harry Potter trying 
to prove that J.K. Rowling exists. How 
could he? He’s in a story written by 
J.KRowling; he’s not in the same 
framework of existence as the author of 
the story herself. If Harry was to believe 
in her, J.KRowling would have to have 
given Harry some information about 
herself in the story she was writing. 

So if we’re to believe in the divine 
Author, he would have to give us some 
information about himself in the story 
he’s writing about Life. But Christmas 
says he’d done more than that - he’s 
written himself into the story in the lead role. 
He’s not just given us a website to look 
up; he’s stepped into the narrative itself 
as the main character. 



'...he’s written himself into 
the story in the lead role. 



And this character is the attractive, 
compelling, gracious figure who has 
fascinated the world for two thousand 
and more years. He’s the plot, the sub- 
plot, the chapter heading and the 
footnotes of Christianity. 

At Christmas of course, the story is 
only just beginning. But the Author has 
arrived; everything is different; the plot 
has to be radically re-written. 

None of us can prove that God exists, 
but Christmas says that God proves himself 
by coming among us in person, a 
person who loves us to bits. 

Now that really does call for a 
celebration! 

The Rt Revd John Pritchard is Bishop of Oxford. 



Comment 




CANDLES symbolising Jesus as the ‘Light of the World’ were given out with refreshments during the Christmas light switch on in High 
Wycombe. 

Sister Debbie Orriss, Church Army Evangelist in the Buckinghamshire town, arranged the refreshments at All Saints Church. She said: “We 
opened the doors of the church and invited people in for free refreshments as a sign of God’s love at Christmas and offered them a candle 
with the message of Jesus as the Light of the World on one side. 

“What really touched people was the blessing we had printed on the back of the card. We had up to 150 people in the church and had lots 
of great conversations and enquiries about baptisms. A lot of people had never been in the church before and had lived in Wycombe all their 
lives. It was an opportunity for them to see our sacred space.’’ 



Thought for 
the month 

by David Winter 



‘God has made everything suitable for its time ; moreover he has 
put a sense of past and future into their minds/ Ecclesiastes 3:13. 

H ot on the heels of Christmas comes New Year. 
It’s here before we’ve had time to shut 
Bethlehem’s stable door! We move from an 
event which occurred once in human history 
(though to be honest we don’t know the exact 
date) to an event which occurs over and over again, every 
time the sun completes its annual orbit of the earth. 
Christmas is, of course, a religious festival. New Year is a 
natural event elevated to a universal celebration. 

I can understand why the Scots, proud Calvinists that they 
were, opted for Hogmanay rather than Christmas, with its 
popish implications - Christmas, you will note - but I have 
never been able to work up any enthusiasm for celebrating it 
myself. New Year, Hogmanay, is no more than a statistical 
event, the clicking on the milometer of life of another year. 

To celebrate it seems to me the ultimate triumph of hope 
over experience: perhaps next year will be better than the last 
one. 

However, those words from Ecclesiastes rebuke me. They 
remind us that time, like space, is a divine creation. We are to 
treat the created world with respect, to act as its stewards. In 
the same way, we are to treat time with respect, and again we 
are its stewards. It has been given to us, but conditionally and 



temporarily. One day we shall answer for our stewardship 
both of the planet and of time. What did we do with them? 
That, for me, is the sobering element of any New Year. 

I realise sobriety isn’t a word we usually associate with it. 

The crowds will be out in city centres, drunken revellers will 
plunge into the fountains in Trafalgar Square and the odd 
sound of ‘Auld Lang Syne’ will echo around the streets. Yet 
for many of us, perhaps sitting quietly at home with the radio 
or television, glass in hand, it is a moment for reflection. 2011 
will have had some happy moments - the birth of a child or 
grandchild, perhaps, or a marriage, or a wonderful new 
friendship. It’s right at the end of a year to give thanks to God 
for the good things. The year will probably also have had 
some sad moments: the death of someone close and loved, 
disappointments of one kind or another, and memories of 
our own failures and faults. The passing of the year may be a 
time to hold both the happy memories and the sadder ones 
before ‘the God of all comfort’. 

It may also be a moment to pray that as we enter another 
year it may be one in which we do so with Christian hope, for 
the ‘God of all comfort’ is also the ‘God of all hope’. Our 
times are in his hand, and he is good. 

Canon David Winter is a former Dicoesan Adviser on Evangelism, former BBC head 
of religious affairs, a broadcaster and author of many books. 

Competition Winners 

The following were winners of the prize draw competition in the 
last issue of The Door and have all won a copy of Making Sense 
of the Bible : Christine Watson from Newport Pagnell, Joyce Tyler 
from Garsington and John Cook from Wargrave. 
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Audio version 



Sight impaired 
people can get a 
free audio 
version of 
The Door by 
contacting the 
Oxford Diocese 
on 

01865 208227 



Comings and Goings - 

The Revd Dave Bull will take up post as Team 
Rector at Great Marlow with Marlow Bottom, 
Little Marlow and Bisham; The Revd Ian 
Biscoe will take up post as Team Vicar for 
Emmanuel Church, Bicester; The Revd Dr 
Miles Maylor will be leaving his post at St 
Barnabas and St Paul, Oxford; The Revd 
Elisabeth Lakey will retire from her post as 
Associate Clergy at Nettlebed with Bix, 
Highmore, Pishill and Rotherfield Greys; 

The Revd Canon David Picken will be leaving 
his post as Team Rector of High Wycombe; 
The Revd Mark Hurley will be leaving his post 



as Assistant Curate at Wolverton; The Revd 
Rob Baker will be leaving his post as 
Assistant Curate at St Leonard’s, Chesham 
Bois; The Revd Dr Allen Edwards will be 
leaving his post as Assistant Curate at Didcot 
All Saints including the Ladygrove 
Conventional District, Wallingford. The 
following has been given permission to 
officiate: The Revd Dr Grant Bayliss. We 
recall with sadness the deaths of: The Revd 
Patrick Blair; The Rt Revd John Brown; The 
Revd John Freeborn; The Revd Michael 
Gabriel; The Revd Joseph Hutton; The Revd 
Archibald Markby and The Revd Norman 
Palmer. 
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God in the life of . . . 



A custodian 




Ron Watson talks to Jo 
Duckies about juggling work 
as a Christ Church custodian, 
volunteering for various 
charities and being Santa for 
sick children. 

R on is a very cheerful man. 

We meet in Oxford city 
centre and he tells me a lot 
of his story as we wait in an 
incredibly long queue to get 
a cup of tea in the Marks 8c Spencer 
cafe. 

He describes his busy life, juggling 
working four days a week as a custodian 
at Christ Church with volunteering at 
the John Radcliffe Hospital and at 74, as 
Oxford’s longest serving Samaritan. 
Amazingly, he also finds time to 
volunteer for Steppin’ Stone, a charity 
that provides support for homeless and 
vulnerably housed people in Oxford. 

Ron clearly loves all of his roles and 
talks about his life enthusiastically. His 
day job involves donning a bowler hat 
and suit to work at Christ Church, where 
he is one of a team of custodians who 
are charged with looking after the 
security of the historic college. A chat 
with a friendly custodian can be an 
important part of a visit to Christ 
Church. If tourists have questions about 
the college, or the cathedral that is 
nestled within it, custodians are on hand 
to provide answers. He is usually there 
four days a week, 8am to 6pm. 

Ron is also a member of the Christ 
Church congregation, and a sidesperson 
within the cathedral. “I basically greet 
the worshippers, show them to their 
seats and do the collection. People come 
from all over to hear the choir.” When 
he is not working there he says he enjoys 
the traditional Anglican services. “When 
I go into London I go to services at St 



Paul’s, I’m a member of the Friends of 
St Paul’s. When I lived in London I went 
to St Saviour’s Church. I went to church 
and Sunday School from as far back as I 
can remember,” he says. Ron grew up in 
Shepherd’s Bush and still goes back to 
visit friends and family. 

Ron is extremely sociable and loves to 
travel. When we met he had recently 
returned from Poland, where he had 
visited a tourist he met at the Cathedral. 
He’s also been to Brisbane, in Australia, 
to stay with a friend, although his usual 
holiday destination is Brighton. 

He became a red coat at Butlins after 
winning a talent contest during a 
holiday in 1963. He had worked in the 
funeral trade, a job he went back to each 
year when the holiday season was over. “I 



did 10 Christmases at Butlins too and I 
used to be Father Christmas. There 
would be 8,000 people there over 
Christmas, with nearly 2,000 children, 
because the resort was mostly for 
families,” he says. His time as a Red Coat 
saw him working alongside people like 
Jimmy Cricket, Michael Barrymore and 
George Martin, who wrote music for the 
Beatles. After leaving Butlins he 
volunteered as Father Christmas at his 
church in London. 

He moved to Oxford in the 1970s 
when his aunt and uncle lived on Iffley 
Road and another aunt lived on 
Blackbird Leys. His sister Phyllis has two 
children and still lives in London. When 
he first moved here, he lived in the then 
new Pegasus Court Flats, and was re- 



housed when they were demolished. 
When he first moved here, Ron worked 
in Selfridges Toy Department and as an 
Usher at Oxford Crown Court until a 
vacancy came up for a custodian at 
Christ Church. When he first started 
there in 1989, the current Archbishop of 
Canterbury, Dr Rowan Williams, was 
Residentical Canon. Ron was reunited 
with him when he visited the Oxford 
Diocese in May. 

He began hospital work, volunteering 
at the Radcliffe Infirmary since 1981. He 
works as a guide, manning a desk and 
pointing people in the right direction 
when they check in. 

Among his many interests are health 
and fitness and he goes to festivals and 
conferences on the subject. “I don’t 
smoke or drink and I do lots of 
exercises,” he says. Last Christmas he 
walked about three miles from his flat to 
the Oxford Children’s Hospital. 

“On Christmas Day I do the children’s 
wards at the hospital, and then they 
organise a taxi to take me to the 
Salvation Army. A lot of the children 
who are in hospital on Christmas Day 
are really poorly. Most of them go home 
if they are well enough, so the ones left 
are very ill or are tiny babies, but their 
parents will bring their brothers and 
sisters with them and I give gifts to 
them,” says Ron. “At the Salvation Army 
they host 70 or 80 people who are living 
on their own.” After carol singing and 
lunch at the Salvation Army, Ron puts 
his red suit and white beard back on to 
hand out more gifts. 

It’s not surprising that Ron was 
awarded the MBE, specifically for 
services to Christ Church, seven years 
ago. He spoke proudly of the moment 
he met the Queen. “When she handed 
me the award she said ‘I’m very pleased 
to meet you, I’m very fond of Oxford 
and I’m the Visitor of Christ Church’.” 






church sound 
& audio visual 





www.dmmusic.com 01 582 761 1 22 



To advertise call 01752 225623 



TAYLORS 

(OF OXFORD) 

ROBEM AKERS 

AND ACCESSORIES 
Clerical, Academic, Legal Wear 
and Robemakers 
109 COWLEY ROAD 
OXFORD 0X4 1HU 
TEL & FAX: (01865) 722022 
www. tay lo rsof oxf o rd.com 
• Cassocks • Collars • Surplices and Cottas 
• Albs • Stocks • Vergers and Preaching Gowns 
• Preaching Scarves • Stoles • Hoods 



• Girdles and Cinctures • Shirts and much more 
ACADEMIC • LEGAL • CIVIC • ECCLESIASTICAL 




For your events catering 

Alice's Kitchen provides a range of quality catering 
services. From Dinner parties, to Canapes, Buffets 
(hot and cold), Barbecues and Children's parties. 

For more details tel: 07739 213666 
E: amarples@hotmail.co.uk 
www.aliceskitchen.co.uk 



CHURCH PEWS 
UNCOMFORTABLE? 

WHY NOT TRY SAFEFOAM’S TOP QUALITY 
UPHOLSTERED FOAM PEW CUSHIONS? 
Safefoam, Green Lane, Riley Green, 

Hoghton, Preston PR5 OSN 
www.safefoam.co.uk Freephone 0800 015 44 33 

Free Sample Pack of foam & fabrics sent by first class mail 
When phoning please quote TD0112 




PrayerBook 

Society 



We exist to promote the 
Book of Common Prayer 
Why not join us? 

ww.pbs.org.uk 
Tel: 01 189 842582 

Rt-Bisli rrt) Charily No. 1099m 1 ). 
CorrifKiny Limited by Guaranies No. 4786973 



Leadcraft 

Sained Glass Studio 




SIAINED GLASS ALOISES 
AND CRAFTSMEN 

Traditional leaded lights made and 
repaired. 

Specialists in reproduction of hand painted 
and decorative glass for windows and 
doors and also internal window cleaning 

Ecclesiastical and Residential 



3 Malthouse Lane, Reading RG1 7JA 
Tel: 0118 956 8534 
Fax: 0118 957 5865 



www.leadcraftstainedglass.co.u 
By appointment only 










